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In present day Japan seven different ritual performance of laughter is still observed from Jan. to Dec. I have introduced two of them at the ISHS conference (1999 and 2001) with regard to its ritual function, organization and changing aspects of the festival.

This paper will try to look at another ritual performance of laughter festival which is held in  October in Wakayama-prefecture.

The paper will examine the festival's function, organization and its contemporary meanings of ritual laughter among the participants and observers in the community where the festival is held.
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