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Nietzsche is the first Western thinker who denounced Western civilization’s ill treatment of laughter. His criticism include philosophical theories of laughter, such as Hobbes’, and religious attitudes to laughter, such as Jesus’. His proposed reform of Western civilization, or transvaluation of all values, gives a prominent role to laughter. Laughter as a mark of the Dionysian, or fully affirmative, attitude towards life, is sanctified. According to this program, Dionysus, the Greek god of laughter, tragedy and comedy, replaces Christ; tragedy and comedy are identical; and laughter is the true response to tragedy.  
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