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CRITICAL MOMENTS IN CASUAL INTERCULTURAL DISCOURSE: CONVERSATIONAL HUMOUR USED TO MITIGATE NEGATIVE STEREOTYPING OF SELF AND OTHER
Marie-Jet Bekkers, Centre for Language and Communication, Cardiff University, Cardiff, UK

BekkersM@cardiff.ac.uk
The culture-humour interface is particularly significant in settings where talking about both the cultural self and the cultural other is a major strategy for maintaining group cohesion. When people from a variety of cultural backgrounds form a group within another – homogeneous – culture, based on, for instance, shared professional practices, their everyday talk often centres around the two topics that bring them together in the first place: their 'foreignness' and their work. The study of naturally occurring conversation among members of such groups yields fascinating insights into how people interactively manage interculturality, often using humour to facilitate talking about culturally salient issues in an inoffensive way. The occurrence of humorous episodes at strategic moments in a conversation shows how the telling of funny anecdotes, the teasing and verbal sparring which may at first seem to be no more than 'social play' aimed at strengthening in-group bonds, in fact constitutes very skilful management of the intricacies of the group-within-group situation. 
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