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The epigram was a common form of humorous expression in the late Victorian and Edwardian eras. Whether Oscar Wilde had initiated it or brought it to its point of popularity, it is certainly he who is most associated with the phenomenon. He dominates the field to such an extent that any good epigamatist is invariably compared to him. His most gifted Edwardian successor, and thus the one most frequently measured against him, was Saki. However, Saki's epigrams have never had the great amount of requotations that Wilde's have. This paper will present some examples of both men's production and analyze what creates this difference in quotability before suggesting commonalities in their aims and techniques.
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