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The paper deals with the presence / absence of sick disaster jokes in the Polish and American cultures. Four hundred jokes have been analyzed. An overview of the best known groups of the disaster jokes has been presented.  The series of the World Trade Center jokes found on the Polish and American servers have been examined. The American jokes have been compared to the series of the Polish “corpse hunters” jokes. 

The comparative analysis leads to the conclusion that the sick disaster jokes circulating in Poland are mostly the translations of the jokes of foreign origin. The verbal jokes based on the Polish language system are rare as well as the situational jokes created on the Polish reality scripts. 
The reason of the disparity is seen as a result of a cultural difference having its source in national mentality, tradition and the system of values. The particular groups of jokes, their backgrounds and roots are discussed in the paper altogether with the signs of the influence that the Americanization has got on the Polish society and its preferences for the types of jokes used.    
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