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Following previous studies on humor as a teaching technique, our purpose is to investigate what students think about humor in class, humorous teachers and humorous students (themselves). Our purpose is to investigate how humor affects educational climate and learning success. Some studies suggest that teachers should consider a daily dosage of humor in their lesson plans as an investment with the potential for paying high dividends.  Nevertheless, there are not many studies analyzing what students think of  the use of humor in class. This is the purpose of our presentation. 

The first step was to develop a questionnaire to check the students´ appreciations of teacher’s humor in class. The questionnaire consists of a series of  items grouped into the three well-developed factors in Psychology: cognitive, behavioral, and affective. The second step was its validation passing the questionnaire to nursing students between the ages of 18-21 years old. The third step was to validate the results with the Cronbach reliability test.

Highest values are for the item: “Some humorous or funny elements should be included in class”, and lowest values are for: “Teachers are less reliable if  sometimes they show themselves as cheerful and funny” and “Being cheerful and funny won´t help my professional career”.  

The survey reveals that: 

-  “Funny” contents improve students´ interest and attention.

- Students feel more relaxed and satisfied if they share some humor in class

- The teacher´s reliability is not undermined if he/she uses humor in class.

- Being cheerful and funny will help professional career.
Summarizing, students consider humor as a valid strategy in class, being that the above three factors are present in humor. 
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