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This paper examines both the texts and the broader socio-cultural contexts of one of Francisco de Quevedo's most curious satires, the “Gracias y desgracias del ojo del culo” (an untranslatable title that might be rendered “Jokes and misfortunes of the anus”) and certain passages in Cervantes, notably his prologue to Part II of Don Quixote.  Both works, written in the first fifteen years of the 1600s, show how a vigorous and frank scatological humor could surface and, while seeming or posing as frivolous and “dispensable,” make direct and indirect critical comments during an age (the Spain of the 16th and 17th centuries) when intense censorship and equally intense, sometimes hysterical religious and ideological “policing” by the forces of Spanish Church and State attempted to control literature with an eagle eye and an iron fist.  The passage in Cervantes is part of a pair of jokes that he employed in his denunciation of the never-identified author (pen-named “Avellaneda”) who published a second part of Don Quijote a year before Cervantes himself came out with his “authentic” Part II (1615).  What is significant is that the lower regions and functions of the body could serve as a mode of expression in an age of intense intellectual repression and scrutiny.
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