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Comic narratives stand at the crossroads of a few crucial paths of humour research - linguistics, narratology and discourse analysis. Literary comedy, in particular, given its intrinsic deviance from language and discourse norms, poses some interesting questions regarding the way linguistic resources and textual information are modelled so as to create humorous effects. Previous studies have privileged a sequential text approach to comic tales, disregarding the fact that narrative humour equals more than the sum of linearly arranged joke-like structures. 

This paper sketches an alternative model of the way humour works in short stories. Its basic claim is that there exists a set of macrostructural principles governing narrative humour organization, namely supra-script opposition, hierarchy, recurrence and informativeness, which bear specific pragmatic effects in the reading process. This perlocutionary potential, which takes the shape of a predictability break and consequent surprise, is thus to be retrieved from what is, at first sight, a seemingly uncooperative behaviour on the author’s part. However, the pervasive existence of lexical clues, implicatures and structural regularities across different comic stories points to a cooperative compromise by the speaker of the literary humorous situation. Besides, the recovery of a pattern of humour construction in short narratives allows us to venture the hypothesis that, despite the typical transgression posture humour shows and the characteristic freedom and variety of literary expression, there are universals of narrative humour. The possibility of this being the case might offer an interesting insight into the functioning of humour in texts longer and much more complex than standard jokes.  

