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We sometimes hear that humor and poetry are incompatible. Discussion of humor in poetry has rarely been presented at previous ISHS conferences. It has been elsewhere argued that the tendencies of humor and poetry are in conflict. Poetry is described as having tendencies of seriousness, philosophy, even lugubriousness. Whereas humor is identified as having tendencies of amusement, vitality, mirth, intensified social rapport, relief of tension and stress.

In actuality, there is much poetry that is humorous - either in general style an/or in specific mechanisms. Even, there are several widely accepted and highly regarded poets who use humor as a dominant quality in their poems. The American poet, Ogden Nash, has been one of these.

This presentation will discuss poetry of Ogden Nash, with specific quotations illustrating their presence and poetic functions.

