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In spite of the development of the linguistic study of humor since the 1990’s, which goes beyond the single structural descriptions of its “mechanisms”, sociolinguistics only occupied a small place in this field of research. Above all, it is possible to link humor theories and models with sociolinguistic postulates and methodologies.

The purpose of my research is to describe the productions and the representations of the humor of Marseilles, a French city in the South of France. This town is characterized by the existence of a regional French which is considered as a local norm opposed to the Parisian one, considered as too “stiff” or “artificial”. Many humor productions are based on the relationships between this two kinds of speech. One of the aims of the study is to observe the behavior of Marseillais in front of this kind of humor (do they assume it ? Do they produce it? Do they refuse it?). My hypothesis is that one cannot talk of “French humor” without taking into account the regional variations of humor, which follow the sociolinguistic stratification of the communities.

The main subject of this communication will be to illustrate the methodological problems I have met to collect data. Indeed, I try to apply sociolinguistic and ethnographic methodologies to lead my inquiries “in the field”, in order to collect “real data”, to study what occurs really, and to see how complex is the humor phenomenon. Indeed, many works on humor are too often based on the same made-up sentences or literary examples. The means of this research include recording of verbal utterances and interactions, observing participation and the collection of various data (films, novels, songs, etc.).

