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A popular opinion, which children about to enter school are often told by elder people in Germany, announces that in school children will experience the "seriousness of life". One of the teachers in our study literally answered in an interview: "... fun and humor are not to be attributed to serious teachers, but rather to those professions, which earn their money exclusively by making fun." So is there at all a place for humor in classrooms? What is experienced as humorous in classrooms - and by whom? 

About 80 teachers and 400 students of a vocational school for commercial professions where asked to fill in a questionnaire, in which they had to describe in their own words two recent humorous classroom situations. One of these situations should be remembered as particularly amusing, while the other situation, although meant to be humorous by the teacher (in questionnaire for students) or by the students (in the questionnaire for teachers), should be remembered as not amusing at all. Additionally they were asked to rate specific aspects of these situations on a rating scale. Individual tolerance for uncertainty as hypothetically related to individual differences in sense of humor was assessed by a 15 item rating scale. A small sample of teachers and students was interviewed on details of humorous situations and individual reactions to them.

The findings are explained by a communication model of humor, combining the "band width" of the receiver's sense of humor, characteristics of the actual situation, and the sender's humorous potential. Theoretical considerations as well as empirical findings lead us to assume a curvi-linear relation of humor effects and humorous interventions in classrooms. Too much seriousness as well as too much joker behavior in teaching will lead to negative effects on the part of the receivers. Consequently, we found humorousness to have a middle place on the rank order of a good teacher's characteristics.

The paper will present the communication model of humor in classrooms and illustrate it with findings from the empirical study. A classification of situations experienced as particularly humorous or as violating the receivers' sense of humor will offer conclusions for teacher training.

