Friday 10:00-12:45

Sala Capitano

Session: Narrative Humour in Modernity and Post-modernity (Sylvia Mittler)
FANTASY WORLD OF HARRY POTTER AND HUMOR
Sachiko Kitazume, Kindai University, 

Mino City, Japan

kitazume@amy.hi-ho.ne.jp
This paper attempts to study the elements of humor in the fantasy world of Harry Potter.  The Harry Potter books are very popular worldwide and adored by children and parents alike. In Japan, the translated versions are selling well and the movie Harry Potter and the Philosopher’s Stone has been drawing a lot of audiences to movie theaters. Why is this fantasy world of Harry Potter so attractive to many readers and audiences of the present age? Is this a new trend in a complex world of computer age? Is the fantasy only a chic or does it have something that endures a long period of time?

In this paper I would claim that the popularity of the Harry Potter books arises from the basic pleasures we human beings have enjoyed since the ancient ages. The books give us the pleasure of experiencing the superiority feelings over the most dreadful enemy called Voldemort, of whom ordinary people are so afraid that they dare not use his proper name to refer to him. The stories give us the amusement of finding the incongruity between the actual world and the world of wizardry. Readers and audiences can experience the thrilling feelings of breaking taboos when Harry Potter breaks the rules of Hogwarts School to find himself in the forbidden places. These are the three main feelings that cause laughter according to the three main theories of humor; the superiority theory, the incongruity theory and the relief theory. 

I would insist that the Harry Potter’s fantasy world and the world of humor have the analogous elements which may give pleasant feelings to human beings regardless of races, cultures and nations. These are the very basic feelings we naturally have since the old ages and, therefore, it is no wonder that “JK Rowling has woken up a whole generation to reading,” as the Times comments.

