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When Osama Bin Laden rose up behind the ruins of the World Trade Towers and Pentagon, snarling and taunting, he became the target of both our munitions and our wit. In the widely played video he released on the day we started bombing in Afghanistan, he presented himself as a figure form the American nightmare, reminding us of the acts of terror we committed against Japan at the end of WWII and glorying in our lost security in every direction: north, south, east and west. In similarly threatening pronouncements, Taliban leader Mullah Mohammad Omar announced the approach of even greater acts of terrorist violence. No wonder then that many Bin Laden jokes in particular and Taliban jokes in general move their butts into foolish or silly contexts. The unusual feature of these tendentious jibes to be considered here concerns the use of images and characters from the US popular culture that seek to shift these monstrous figures into more familiar and certainly less ominous frames of reference. 

