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Hoboken, N.J., where Alfred C. Kinsey, Frank Sinatra, and the zipper were born, was once the object of scorn, satire, and good humor. Hoboken knew better than to take itself too seriously because hardly anyone else ever did. This square-mile town across from Manhattan has always had a remarkable view but not much of a point of view, especially in the recent past. No longer infamous for miserable tenements, hundreds of bars, and waterfront brawls, Hoboken is currently the site of high rents, high living, and even higher self-esteem. A town with no skyline of its own, it nevertheless boasts a high profile for those professionals who live there now. Hoboken is unquestionably a better place to live than it used to be, but it is also the occasion of less laughter as it has gentrified and knocked down its boisterous past. This talk offers a highly selected brief history of the rise of Hoboken along with a look at the attending decline of its ability to laugh at itself. 

