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The word “Pointe” in German corresponds in many ways to the English term “punch-line”. It denotes the funny or ingenious effects in literary texts, e.g. jokes, anecdotes and lyrics. It has, however, its own particular terminological background and history. Literary scholars as well as linguists and philosophers have contributed a lot to the development of what we might call a theory of the "Pointe". 

This paper will give some remarks on the term Pointe, its history and a broad outline of recent German works in this field. Furthermore, it will discuss the issue of the relation between “pointe” and “humour.”

