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This paper treats aspects of a study (in progress) of universality and variation in jokes. The variables of gender-, ethnic minority groups (with minority language(s) spoken in the home), are used to study variation in the joke repertoires in a material of jokes collected from children aged 12. 

The working hypothesis states that the content side of the joke repertoires will be more affected by gender than by ethnic affiliation. Further, the form of the jokes will be more affected by the ethnic (and linguistic) background of the joke tellers. 

Methodical problems, especially that of joke categorization will be addressed and discussed.

