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Although scholars have not paid much attention to jokes as art forms, joke tellers are very much aware of their aesthetic properties. This paper describes and analyzes the evaluations and critiques that two joke tellers spontaneously offered of jokes told in the course of a dinner party. Their evaluations reveal their keen senses of structure, prosody, and performance, and the differences between them articulate differing visions of what jokes are and what their performance is designed to accomplish.

