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Castiglione and Rabelais are among the most famous authors in their respective cultures, and not merely within a Renaissance context. They share certain textual features as well as inheriting a very similar cultural background. Though a Northern Humanist and of a far less restrained taste than Castiglione, Rabelais knew Italian culture very well and was almost certainly a reader of the Cortegiano. My paper will examine what points they share as writers of comic prose, and to what extent the theories of humour which emerge from their writings illuminate the humour which those writings engender. This leads on to two fascinating questions. Firstly, do we, can we and should we attempt to read the humorous texts of another era with the same preconceptions as did those living at the time of their composition? Secondly, do humorous authors ever reliably explain the humour which their own works express?   

