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Given the theme – cultural aspects of humour - I would like to pose the following question: How is humoristic communication possible across different cultures? To answer this question, I will use a phenomenological approach inspired by the logician Spencer-Brown, in which the relevant phenomena – communication, humour and the plurality of cultures - are mutually constrained. It is showed how the uses of humour differ according to different communicative indications, different forms of what is indicated and different cultural contexts. Focus is then put on the rise of cultural clash between different cultural modalities of humour, enlightening the conditions, making cross-cultural humoristic communication possible. This reveals that it is not so much understanding than cultural values that determines successful communication of humour. Finally it is demonstrated that humour exhibits a double function of confirming and cancelling existing values. This indicates that studies of humour might be able to reveal the roots of cultural problems. 

