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The paper deals with the problem of the mythological language in the Russian soviet political joke (anekdot). The mythological language (kancel​jarit) was used by the Communist Party to describe everyday reality as the realisation of the utopian word of the Communist “paradise,” but the description of the utopia was entirely fictional. Consequently the mythological language was the language of the state’s lie.  

The anekdot use intertextuality to play with the referents of the mytho​logical language. The analysis focuses on jokes revolving around slogans, historical citations from the speeches of the political chiefs, and “sovietisms” in two joke’s text types – narrative and question-answer. The mythological language looses com​pletely its denotative function and its referents under the action of some mechanisms, such as the modification of the original text, the insertion in unusual contexts, the literal interpretation, and direct opposition with the reality they refer to.

