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Work in linguistics and in related disciplines has focused until very recently on the competence of the speakers within the humorous situation. Recently, work in pragmatics and discourse analysis has begun to consider the performance of the speakers, i.e., how concrete speakers in a concrete situation behave. In this paper, I will review some research which blends creatively quantitative and qualitative analyses to arrive at new insights on the performance of humor. I will then sketch a theory of humor performance, highlighting the role of abstraction both in competence and performance (against simplistic interpretation of the dichotomy  competence/performance as parallel to the type/token or the abstract/concrete distinctions). In particular, I will consider the "repertoire" that speakers have available when reacting to humor, which ranges from mode adoption (i.e., humorous response) to the failure to detect the humorous intention of the speaker, passing by numerous intermediate categories
PAGE  
10

