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The present study provides further evidence for the importance of humor as a social and communicative competence in adolescence. 960 participants aged 11-14 years answered a self-report questionnaire investigating the importance of humor for social accept, status and friendship in and outside school settings. Amongst various other social competences investigated in the same study, humor turned out to be amongst the most important competences mentioned. Furthermore, the study investigates the importance of humor as an non verbal communicative competence. In this part of the study the children had to choose between six different drawings, suggesting different facial expressions ranging from laughing to crying, when meeting an unknown group of children in their own age. The laughing and the smiling face was significantly preferred by all age groups when asked, who they would attend to contact if they were in the mood of talking, were looking to have fun or even when being sad. Children, not signalizing to appreciate humor or to be in a good mood turned out to have less social contact and lower self-esteem  than the humorous children. Suggestions for further research are given.

