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Despite the popularity of the genre, studies of television comedy are rare. Moreover, studies of television comedy usually do not take into account the fact the primary goal of these comedies: to make people laugh. Instead of looking at the humor of comedy, they look at television comedy as a reflection of culture; at the representation of social groups and possibilities for identification; its presumed subversive or conservative character. Humor scholars, on the other hand, have tended to study humor that is relatively easy to analyze, such as short verbal jokes. (See also Mills, 2000).

In this paper, an attempt will be made to analyze the humor of sitcoms: the way in which sitcoms attempt to amuse the viewers and make them laugh. Two American sitcoms that are highly popular in the Netherlands, The Nanny and Frasier are compared with two Dutch popular sitcoms called Oppassen and Het zonnetje in huis. 

The humor is compared on three levels: jokes; humorous situations; and humorous characters. This three-level analysis can account for the fact that much of the humor in sitcoms is based on recurring themes, situations and behaviors of the characters, which are not completely captured by analyzing individual jokes. This study is intended mainly as an exploration of the kinds of humor used in sitcom. For this reason, the series have been selected on the basis both of popularity and variety. Through cross-cultural comparison, as well as the comparison of very different series, an overview of the various strategies and techniques for amusing audiences is made, which takes into account the specific characteristics of situation comedies. Eventually, this may lead to a more sophisticated classification of the forms of humor used in television comedy.  

