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In my lecture, I will summarize the current state of the art in research on humorous conversational narrative. Then I will focus on those narratives where multiple voices combine to inject or enhance humor, for instance, when co-tellers complement each other’s contributions to a shared story; when listeners become active participants, supportively embellishing the story with details and dialogue; and when listeners insert humorous comments, perhaps disruptively. Along this whole range, conarration displays characteristic humor strategies of intensification and dialogue creation, and it exhibits special conditions on tellability and participation rights. Conarration for humor serves to showcase the wit of the co-tellers, but it does not usually affect the main point and tenor of the story in progress. Nevertheless, even non-supportive conarration may actually contribute to the overall humor of a story, as the co-tellers “perform” their relationship for the other participants, for example a customary relationship of playful antagonism. Showcasing wit and performing the co-tellers’ relationship are additional functions beyond the four identified in earlier research on conarration, namely: fostering group rapport; ratifying group membership; conveying group values; and solidifying the story. The demonstration of wit during a story initiated by another participant is in some ways inimical to the other functions: throwing in humorous remarks certainly cannot help solidify a story; it requires neither group membership nor knowledge of relevant group values; it does not even presuppose familiarity with the story or the events related, but it does contribute to group humor and this ultimately redounds to rapport. Thus, humor affects telling rights and expands the range of functions we can recognize for conarration.  Here again we see that humor in conversation realizes functions of its own beyond those fulfilled by serious talk.     

